Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, September 13, 2026
Zoar Church, Tofte, MN

Call to Worship “When Jesus Throws a Party” - Boogie Woogie Gospel

Welcome Visitors - Please fill out the Visitor Card and put it in the giving box in the Narthex

Pastor: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
Congregation: Amen

Pastor: The Lord be with you

Congregation: And also with you

Opening Prayer

Bell

Confession and Forgiveness (From Psalm 51 & Romans 7)

Pastor: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love;

Congregation: According to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my
iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For | know my transgressions and my sin is always before
me. | have the desire to do what is good, but | cannot carry it out. | do not do the good | want to
do, but the evil | do not want to do | keep on doing. (Silence for reflection and confession)

P: Cleanse me and | will be clean;

C: Wash me, and | will be whiter than snow. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right
spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen

Gathering Hymn “Trust and Obey” - CCLI/ # 22094

V1 When we walk with the Lord

in the light of his word,

what a glory he sheds on our way!
While we do his good will,

he abides with us still,

and with all who will trust and obey.

V2 Not a shadow can rise

Not a cloud in the skies

But His smile quickly drives it away
Not a doubt or a fear

Not a sigh or a tear

Can abide while we trust and obey

V3 Not a burden we bear,

not a sorrow we share,

but our toil he doth richly repay;

not a grief or a loss,

not a frown or a cross,

but is blest when we trust and obey.

V4 But we never can prove

the delights of his love

until all on the altar we lay;

for the favor he shows,

for the joy he bestows,

are for them who will trust and obey. [Chorus]

V5 Then in fellowship sweet

we will sit at his feet,

or we'll walk by His side in the way;

what he says we will do,

where he sends we will go;

never fear, only trust and obey. [Chorus 2X]

Chorus:
Trust and obey, for there's no other way
to be happy in Jesus, but to trust and obey.



Prayers & The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

Opening Hymn: “Thy Word” - CCLI # 14301

Chorus

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet
and a light unto my path

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet
and a light unto my path

V1 When | feel afraid

And | think I've lost my way

Still you're there right beside me
Nothing will | fear

As long as you are near

V2 | will not forget

Your love for me and yet

My heart forever is wandering
Jesus be my guide

And hold me to your side

I will love you to the end

Bridge Nothing will | fear, as long as you are near
Please be near me to the end

Ending And a light unto my path
You're the light unto my path

Please be near me to the end

Old Testament Readings: Jeremiah 6:16, Isaiah 29:14, Proverbs 3:34 (NIV)
This is what the Lord says:
“Stand at the crossroads and look;
ask for the ancient paths,
ask where the good way is, and walk in it,
and you will find rest for your souls.
But you said, ‘We will not walk in it

Therefore once more | will astound these people
with wonder upon wonder;

the wisdom of the wise will perish,
the intelligence of the intelligent will vanish.

He mocks proud mockers
but shows favor to the humble and oppressed.

Epistle Reading: Galatians 5:1, 1 Corinthians 1:18 (NIV)
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened
again by a yoke of slavery.

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved
it is the power of God.



Gospel Reading: Matthew 11:25-30 (NIV)

At that time Jesus said, “| praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these
things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this is what you
were pleased to do.

All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no
one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you
and learn from me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my

yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
P: The Word of God for the people of God

C: Thanks be to God

Message: “Yoke Yourself to Jesus” - Pastor Al Alexander

Apostle’s Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit

the holy Christian church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the bodly,

and the life everlasting. Amen

Closing Hymn: “His Eye is On the Sparrow” - CCLI # 2922487

V1 Why should | feel discouraged?
Why should the shadows come?
Why should my heart be lonely
And long for heav’'n and home,
When Jesus is my portion?

My constant Friend is He:

His eye is on the sparrow,

And | know He watches me (repeat)

V2 “Let not your heart be troubled.”
His tender word | hear,

And resting on His goodness,

| lose my doubt and fear.

Though by the path He leadeth,

But one step | may see:

His eye is on the sparrow,

And | know He watches me;

His eye is on the sparrow,

And | know He watches me (repeat)

V3 Whenever | am tempted,
Whenever clouds arise,

When songs give place to sighing,
When hope within me dies,

| draw the closer to Him;

From care He sets me free:

His eye is on the sparrow,

And | know He watches me; (repeat)

Chorus

| sing because I'm happy—

| sing because I'm free—

For His eye is on the sparrow,
And | know He watches me.



Announcements

e September Mission: Hope Academy - See poster in Narthex

e Community Bible Study

o Monday’s 6:00-7:00 pm at Zoar or Zoom (contact lmsalexand@gmail.com)

o QGalatians 5:16-26

e Jeremy and Plami Chase Baptism - 9/20/26, 11:30 am, near Fr. Vargas Cross, Schroeder

o Light lunch following

Zoar Annual Meeting - 9/27/26 after church, brunch served

Please pray through the Zoar prayer list every day

Thanks to all who are praying for our young people

Pick up a copy of Our Daily Bread devotional in the Narthex

To get on the prayer chain - email or call Pastor Al or the church.

Prayer Requests - Form in seat back; box in Narthex or email Pastor Al

Sign up for after church treats - sheet in Narthex

Puzzle exchange - downstairs in the fellowship hall. Lots of puzzles!

Billy Peterson book - See Pastor Al

Giving: Box in Narthex, online through our webpage or send a check to the church.

Sending Hymn: “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” - CCLI # 27714

V1 What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!

Oh, what peace we often forfeit,
Oh, what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer!

V2 Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?

We should never be discouraged
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Can we find a friend so faithful,
Who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;
Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Benediction Jude 1:24-25 (NIV)

V3 Are we weak and heavy-laden,
Cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge

Take it to the Lord in prayer.

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee?
Take it to the Lord in prayer!

In His arms He'll take and shield thee,
Thou wilt find a solace there.

Ending
Jesus, O what a friend we have in Jesus

(repeat 4X)

To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence
without fault and with great joy— to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen

Bell
Sending

Pastor Al: Go in peace and serve the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God. We Will! Alleluia. Amen

Website: www.zoarchurch.org ¢ Email: zoarchurchtofte@gmail.com e Church Phone: 218-663-7925

Al Alexander, Pastor ¢ Music provided this morning by Linda Alexander

Offerings can be dropped in the labeled box in the narthex
or by clicking the link “Give” on the zoarchurch.org homepage.
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