
 

 Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, July 26, 2026 

 Zoar Church, Tofte, MN  

 
Welcome  Visitors - Please fill out the Visitor Card and put it in the giving box in the Narthex 

Pastor: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
Congregation: Amen 
Pastor: The Lord be with you​ ​  
Congregation: And also with you 

 
Opening Prayer 
 
Bell 
 
Confession and Forgiveness (From Psalm 51 & Romans 7) 
Pastor: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 
Congregation: According to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my 
iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions and my sin is always before 
me. I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. I do not do the good I want to 
do, but the evil I do not want to do I keep on doing.     (Silence for prayer and reflection) 
P: Cleanse me and I will be clean;  
C: Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen 
 
Gathering Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy” - Family of God # 323 v. 1-3  

V1 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

V3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee 
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see 
Only Thou art holy there is none beside Thee 
Perfect in power, in love and purity.  

V2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee 
Casting down their golden crowns  
around the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim  
falling down before Thee 
Who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 
 

 

Prayers & The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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Opening Hymn: “Open Our Eyes, Lord” - Worship & Praise # 113   

Open our eyes, Lord; we want to see Jesus,  
To reach out and touch him,  
And say that we love him.  

Open our ears, Lord, and help us to listen. 
Open our eyes, Lord,  
We want to see Jesus. 

 

Old Testament Readings: Isaiah 53:3-6, Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 (NIV) 
He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from 
whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. Surely he took up our 
pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
 
“As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat. His clothing was as 
white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its 
wheels were all ablaze. A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him. Thousands upon 
thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him. The court was seated, 
and the books were opened… In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of 
man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his 
presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every 
language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his 
kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 
 
Epistle Reading: Romans 5:1-9 (NIV) 
Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we 
boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we 
know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope 
does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit, who has been given to us. 
You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. Very rarely 
will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath 
through him! 
 

Gospel Readings: John 1: 1-5, 14, John 3:16-19 (NIV) 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with 
God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
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For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 
save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not 
believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only 
Son. This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light 
because their deeds were evil. 
 

P: The Word of God for the people of God​  C: Thanks be to God 
 

Message:  "Credo: In Jesus Christ, His only Son, Our Lord"  - Pastor Emeritus Daren Blanck 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth and of all things visible and 
invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten 
Son of God, begotten of His Father before all 
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of 
very God, begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all things 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation 
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered and was buried. And the third day He 
rose again according to the Scriptures and 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
the Father. And He will come again with glory to 
judge both the living and the dead, whose 
kingdom will have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and 
Giver of Life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke 
by the prophets. And I believe in one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge 
one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look 
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

 
Closing Hymn:  “There’s Something About That Name” - Family of God # 227   

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus! 
There’s just something about that name! 
Master, Savior, Jesus! 
Like the fragrance after the rain; 

Jesus, Jesus, Jesus! 
Let all Heaven and earth proclaim: 
Kings and kingdoms will all pass away,  
But there’s something about that name! 

  
Announcements 

●​ July Mission: Star Fish Fund - See poster in Narthex 
●​ Pastor Daren is preaching 8/2/26.  Pastor Al and Linda are on vacation 
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●​ Community Bible Study 
○​ Monday’s 6:00-7:00 pm at Zoar or Zoom (contact lmsalexand@gmail.com) 
○​ Pastor Daren teaching on 7/27, and 8/3 

●​ North Shore Living Worship – Today, Sunday 7/26 at 2:00 
●​ Priscilla Revier Memorial Service – 8/22/26 at 10:00 
●​ Church on the Rocks Sundays at 8:00 am near Fr. Baraga’s Cross in Schroeder.  
●​ Address for Sopia as she has recently started Coast Guard School:  

○​ Swab Sophia Blanck, US Coast Guard Academy, 15 Mohegan Avenue, Chase Hall Box 
7063, New London, CT 06320-8112 

●​ Teen Challenge Choir will be at the EV Free church in Grand Marais   
○​ Sunday 7/26/26 at 6:00 pm 

●​ Please pray through the Zoar prayer list every day 
●​ Sign up for after church treats in the Narthex 
●​ Our Daily Bread devotional available in the Narthex 
●​ Prayer Requests - Form in seat back; box in Narthex or email Pastor Al 
●​ Puzzle exchange - downstairs in the fellowship hall.  Lots of puzzles! 
●​ Billy Peterson book - See Pastor Al 
●​ Giving: Box in Narthex, online through our webpage or send a check to the church. 

 
Sending Hymn:  “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”- Family of God # 325      

V1 All hail the power of Jesus’ name! 
Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem,  
And crown Him Lord of all; 
Bring forth the royal diadem,  
And crown Him Lord of all! 

V3 Let every kindred, every tribe,  
On this terrestrial ball,  
To Him all majesty ascribe,  
And crown Him Lord of all; 
To Him all majesty ascribe,  
And crown Him Lord of all! 

V2 Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race,  
Ye ransomed from the fall,  
Hail Him who saves you by His grace 
And crown Him Lord of all; 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace,  
And crown Him Lord of all! 

V4 O that with yonder sacred throng 
We at His feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song,  
And crown Him Lord of all; 
We’ll join the everlasting song,  
And crown Him Lord of all! 

 

Benediction Jude 1:24-25 (NIV) 
To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence 
without fault and with great joy— to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen 
 

Bell 
 

Sending 
Pastor Al: Go in peace and serve the Lord.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God. We Will!  Alleluia. Amen 

 
 

Website: www.zoarchurch.org • Email: zoarchurchtofte@gmail.com • Church Phone: 218-663-7925 

Al Alexander, Pastor • Music provided this morning by Marsha Hansen 
 

Offerings can be dropped in the labeled box in the narthex 
or by clicking the link “Give” on the zoarchurch.org homepage. 
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