
 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, June 28, 2026 

 Zoar Church, Tofte, MN  
 
Call to Worship “Amazing Grace Boogie Woogie” - Henri Herbert 
 
Welcome  Visitors - Please fill out the Visitor Card and put it in the giving box in the Narthex 

Pastor: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
Congregation: Amen 
Pastor: The Lord be with you​ ​  
Congregation: And also with you 

 
Opening Prayer 
 
Bell 
 
Confession and Forgiveness (From Psalm 51 & Romans 7) 
Pastor: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 
Congregation: According to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my 
iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions and my sin is always before 
me. I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. I do not do the good I want to 
do, but the evil I do not want to do I keep on doing.     (Silence for reflection and confession) 
P: Cleanse me and I will be clean;  
C: Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen 
 
Gathering Hymn “Holy Holy Holy” - Reclaim # 10   

V1 Holy, holy, holy!  
Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

V3 Holy, Holy, Holy!  
though the darkness hide thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see, 
Only thou art holy; there is none beside thee, 
Perfect in pow'r, in love, and purity. 

V2  Holy, holy, holy!  
all the saints adore thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns  
around the glassy sea. 
Cherubim and seraphim,  
falling down before thee, 
Who was and is and evermore shall be. 

V4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name,  
in earth, and sky, and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity. 
 

 

Prayers & The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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Opening Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” - Reclaim # 170   

V1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing; 
our helper he, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe 
does seek to work us woe; 
his craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 

V3 And though this world, with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God has willed 
his truth to triumph through us. 
The prince of darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him; 
his rage we can endure, 
for lo! his doom is sure; 
one little word shall fell him. 

V2 Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing, 
were not the right Man on our side, 
the Man of God's own choosing. 
You ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth his name, 
from age to age the same; 
and he must win the battle. 

V4 That Word above all earthly powers 
no thanks to them abideth; 
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also; 
the body they may kill: 
God's truth abideth still; 
his kingdom is forever! 

 
Old Testament Readings: Jeremiah 1:7-8, Psalm 23:4, Proverbs 4:25-27 (NIV) 
But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say 
whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares 
the Lord. 
 

Even though I walk 
    through the darkest valley, 
I will fear no evil, 
    for you are with me; 
your rod and your staff, 
    they comfort me. 
 

Let your eyes look straight ahead; 
    fix your gaze directly before you. 
Give careful thought to the paths for your feet 
    and be steadfast in all your ways. 
Do not turn to the right or the left; 
    keep your foot from evil. 
 

Epistle Readings: Ephesians 6:10-12, 2 Timothy 2:7 (NIV) 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can 
take your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms 
 

For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. 
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 10:16-20 (NIV) 
I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as 
doves. Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the 
synagogues. On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them 
and to the Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At 
that time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father 
speaking through you. 
 

P: The Word of God for the people of God​  C: Thanks be to God 
 

Message:  “Jesus Sends” (Part 3)  - Pastor Al Alexander 
 
 
Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    Creator of heaven and earth 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    Was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit 
   the holy Christian church, 
   the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins,  
   the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen 

Closing Hymn:  “I Will Wait for You” - CCLI # 7118914  

Intro Lord, from the depths I call to You 
Lord, hear me from on high 
And give attention to my voice 
When I for mercy cry 

V3 So put your hope in God alone 
Take courage in His power to save 
Completely and forever won 
By Christ emerging from the grave 

V1 Out of the depths I cry to You 
In darkest places I will call 
Incline Your ear to me anew 
And hear my cry for mercy, Lord 

V4 Now He has come to make a way 
And God Himself has paid the price 
That all who trust in Him today 
Find healing in His sacrifice 

V2 Were You to count my sinful ways 
How could I come before Your throne 
Yet full forgiveness meets my gaze 
I stand redeemed by grace alone 

Chorus I will wait for You 
I will wait for You 
Through the storm and through the night 
I will wait for You 
Surely wait for You 
For Your love is my delight 

Chorus I will wait for You 
I will wait for You 
On Your word, I will rely 
I will wait for You 
Surely wait for You 
Till my soul is satisfied 

Outro  
I pray my soul waits for the Lord 
My hope is in His word 
More than the watchman waits for dawn 
My soul waits for the Lord 
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Announcements 
●​ June Mission: Lutheran Indian Ministries - See poster in Narthex 
●​ Community Bible Study 

○​ Monday’s 6:00-7:00 pm at Zoar or Zoom (contact lmsalexand@gmail.com) 
○​ Tomorrow: The 10 Commandments and Galatians 4:1-7 

●​ Church on the Rocks Sundays at 8:00 am near Fr. Baraga’s Cross in Schroeder. 
●​ 4th of July food booth 

○​ Need volunteers - See Ken or John 
○​ No evening meal 

●​ Nationally acclaimed string trio playing at our 4th of July booth & before both services July 5th. 
●​ Priscilla Revier’s Memorial Service - 8/22/26 
●​ Vacation Bible School (VBS) - Tues, Wed, Thur; July 7-9; 6:00-7:30 pm 

○​ Need help making four costumes and decorating 
●​ North Shore Living - Today at 2:00 pm 
●​ Leadership Team Meeting - Today, 6/28/26 after church.  
●​ Please pray through the Zoar prayer list every day 
●​ Thanks for those praying for our young people 
●​ To get on the prayer chain - email or call Pastor Al or the church.   
●​ Prayer Requests - Form in seat back; box in Narthex or email Pastor Al 
●​ Sign up for after church treats - sheet in Narthex 
●​ Puzzle exchange - downstairs in the fellowship hall.  Lots of puzzles! 
●​ Billy Peterson book - See Pastor Al 
●​ Giving: Box in Narthex, online through our webpage or send a check to the church. 
●​ Please invite and like us on FaceBook  

 

Sending Hymn:  “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” - Reclaim # 208       

V1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms; 
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

V3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

V2 Oh, how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms; 
Oh, how bright the path grows from day to day, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Refrain Leaning, leaning, 
Safe and secure from all alarms; 
Leaning, leaning, 
Leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 

Benediction Jude 1:24-25 (NIV) 
To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence 
without fault and with great joy— to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen 
 

Bell 
 

Sending 
Pastor Al: Go in peace and serve the Lord.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God. We Will!  Alleluia. Amen 
 

Website: www.zoarchurch.org • Email: zoarchurchtofte@gmail.com • Church Phone: 218-663-7925 

Al Alexander, Pastor • Music provided this morning by Linda Alexander 
 

Offerings can be dropped in the labeled box in the narthex 
or by clicking the link “Give” on the zoarchurch.org homepage. 
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