
 

 Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 22, 2026 

 Zoar Church, Tofte, MN  
 
Welcome  Visitors - Please fill out the Visitor Card and put it in the giving box in the Narthex 

Pastor: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
Congregation: Amen 
Pastor: The Lord be with you​ ​  
Congregation: And also with you 

 
Call to Worship “Come Jesus Come” - CCLI # 7154136 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Bell 
 
Confession and Forgiveness (From Psalm 51 & Romans 7) 
Pastor: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 
Congregation: According to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. Wash away all my 
iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. For I know my transgressions and my sin is always before 
me. I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. I do not do the good I want to 
do, but the evil I do not want to do I keep on doing.     (Silence for prayer and reflection) 
P: Cleanse me and I will be clean;  
C: Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me. Cast me not away from your presence and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation and uphold me with your free Spirit. Amen 
 
Gathering Hymn “Blessed Assurance” - CCLI # 22324   

V1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine; 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood. 

V3 Perfect submission, all is at rest, 
I in my Savior am happy and blest; 
Watching and waiting, looking above, 
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love. 

V2 Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
Visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
Angels descending, bring from above 
Echoes of mercy, whispers of love. 

Chorus 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 
This is my story, this is my song, 
Praising my Savior all the day long. 

 

Prayers & The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 

 
 

 

1 
 



 

Opening Hymn: “Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” - CCLI # 31779 

V1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine, 
  Leaning on the Everlasting Arms! 
What a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 
  Leaning on the Everlasting Arms! 

V3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear, 
  Leaning on the Everlasting Arms! 
I have peace complete with my Lord so near, 
  Leaning on the Everlasting Arms! 

V2 O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, 
  Leaning on the Everlasting Arms! 
O how bright the path grows from day to day, 
  Leaning on the Everlasting Arms! 

Chorus 
Leaning, leaning, Safe and secure from all 
alarms; 
Leaning, leaning, Leaning on the Everlasting 
Arms. 

 
Old Testament Readings: Isaiah 53:4-6, Daniel 7:13-14 (NIV) 
Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 
But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 
We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
 

In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds 
of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, 
glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is 
an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 
 

Epistle Reading: Romans 12:1 (NIV) 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 8:14-22 (NIV) 
When Jesus came into Peter’s house, he saw Peter’s mother-in-law lying in bed with a fever. He 
touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began to wait on him. 
When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the 
spirits with a word and healed all the sick. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet 
Isaiah: 
“He took up our infirmities 
    and bore our diseases.” 
When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the other side of the lake. Then a 
teacher of the law came to him and said, “Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go.” 
Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his 
head.” 
Another disciple said to him, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 
But Jesus told him, “Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead.” 
 
 

P: The Word of God for the people of God​  C: Thanks be to God 
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Message:  “The Cost of Following Jesus”  - Pastor Al Alexander 
 
 
Apostle’s Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    Creator of heaven and earth 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    Was crucified, died, and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of the Father.   
He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit 
   the holy Christian church, 
   the communion of saints,  
   the forgiveness of sins,  
   the resurrection of the body,  
   and the life everlasting. Amen 

Closing Hymn:  “God Will Make A Way” - CCLI # 458620  

God will make a way 
Where there seems to be no way 
He works in ways we cannot see 
He will make a way for me 
He will be my guide 
Hold me closely to His side 
With love and strength for each new day 
He will make a way 
He will make a way (repeat) 
 
 

Bridge 
By a roadway in the wilderness 
He'll lead me 
Rivers in the desert will I see 
Heaven and earth will fade 
But His Word will still remain 
He will do something new today 
 
With love and strength for each new day 
He will make a way 
He will make a way 

 
Announcements 

●​ March Mission: Chosen People Ministries - See poster in Narthex 
●​ Community Bible Study 

○​ Tuesdays at 3:00 pm at Zoar or Zoom (contact lmsalexand@gmail.com) 
○​ No Bible study this week - 3/24 

●​ No Bible Club or soup supper this week (3/25) - Spring Break 
●​ Zoar is looking for 

○​ A Sunday School teacher for one or two Sundays a month 
○​ Contact Linda at 612 817 8045 

●​ Good Friday Service - 4/3/26 at 6:00 pm 
●​ Please pray through the Zoar prayer list every day 
●​ Sign up to pray for one of our young people 
●​ Pick up a copy of Our Daily Bread devotional in the Narthex 
●​ To get on the prayer chain - email or call Pastor Al or the church.   
●​ Prayer Requests - Form in seat back; box in Narthex or email Pastor Al 
●​ Sign up for after church treats 

○​ Signup Genius on Zoar Facebook page and website 
●​ Puzzle exchange - downstairs in the fellowship hall.  Lots of puzzles! 
●​ Billy Peterson book - See Pastor Al 
●​ Giving: Box in Narthex, online through our webpage or send a check to the church. 
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Sending Hymn:  “It is Well with My Soul” - CCLI # 2891594     

V1 When peace, like a river  
Attendeth my way,  
When sorrows like sea billows roll; 
Whatever my lot,  
Thou has taught me to say,  
It is well, with my soul.  
It is well, it is well, with my soul.  

V3 And Lord, haste the day  
When my faith shall be sight,  
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;  
The trump shall resound,  
And the Lord shall descend,  
Even so, it is well with my soul.  
It is well, with my soul,  
It is well, it is well, with my soul. 

V2 My sin, oh, the bliss  
Of this glorious thought!  
My sin, not in part but the whole,  
Is nailed to the cross,  
And I bear it no more,  
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  
It is well, with my soul,  
It is well, it is well, with my soul. 

 

Benediction Jude 1:24-25 (NIV) 
To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence 
without fault and with great joy— to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen 
 
 

Bell 
 

Sending 
Pastor Al: Go in peace and serve the Lord.  
Congregation: Thanks be to God. We Will!  Alleluia. Amen 
 

Postlude:  “Boogie Woogie Gospel Medley” - Caleb Beardsley 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Website: www.zoarchurch.org • Email: zoarchurchtofte@gmail.com • Church Phone: 218-663-7925 

Al Alexander, Pastor • Music provided this morning by Linda Alexander 
 

Offerings can be dropped in the labeled box in the narthex 
or by clicking the link “Give” on the zoarchurch.org homepage. 
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